NIH Direct Donation Program Policies
The Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation Act authorizes the NIH to directly transfer excess research equipment to educational institutions and nonprofit organizations for the conduct of technical and scientific education and research activities.   15 U.S.C.  § 3710(i).  The NIH’s Direct Donation Program for transferring excess research equipment to educational and nonprofit organizations is overseen by a Program Administrator and is governed by the following laws and policies. 
1.  Pursuant to Executive Order 12999 and to the extent permitted by law, preference to receive NIH’s excess, educationally useful Federal equipment shall be given to schools and nonprofit organizations, including community-based educational organizations.   The term “schools” includes public and private education institutions that encompass kindergarten through twelfth grades and public school districts.  “Community-based educational organizations” include nonprofit entities that engage in collaborative projects with schools or whose primary focus is education.  The term “educationally useful Federal equipment” includes computers and related peripheral tools (e.g., printers, modems, routers, and servers) as well as computer software, if the license permits its transfer, that are suitable for use in prekindergarten, elementary, middle, or secondary schools.  In general, NIH does not donate computer software because of licensing issues involved with this type of material.

2.  Title to research equipment donated by the NIH shall vest in the recipient upon transfer.  

3.  NIH has the right to limit quantities of donated property requested by a school or non-profit if determined necessary by the Program Administrator. The number of days a school or non-profit organization can participate a week or annually can also be limited by the Program Administrator.  The quantity of donated equipment that a particular entity can receive will be based on number of students and the actual needs of a school or non-profit and with the goal of being equitable to all participants in the program.  The Program Administrator can also terminate participation of a school or non-profit if it does not comply with the warehouse procedures or if it is determined to be in the best interest of the U.S. Government or in fairness to other participants in the program.    
4.  Recipient schools and organizations should provide the NIH Program Administrator with a list of the entity’s authorized officials or screeners who can receive NIH’s excess property on behalf of the entity.  Screeners from a school or organization participating in the NIH donation program must be employees of the school or organization and have identification cards to that effect.  No “middle-man” arrangements are allowed.   Donee agrees to notify NIH in writing of any changes in the status of persons from donee’s list of authorized screeners or signers.

5.  All transportation cost of donated property is the responsibility of the school/non-profit.  All donated property will be removed the same day of title transfer/donation unless other arrangements are made with prior approval of the Program Administrator.  Failure to comply with this policy may result in cancellation of the donation and possible removal from the program.

6.  NIH researchers cannot obtain property for a school based on a future appointment at a school.
7. Donee agrees that disposal of any donation property from this program will be done in compliance with all local, state, and federal environmental laws.  The United States Government strongly supports recycling electronic equipment, and recipients of NIH electronic equipment are encouraged to recycle donated property after it becomes obsolete.  Information about the importance of recycling electronics and resources can be found on the attached sheet and at the following websites: http://www.federalelectronicschallenge.net/ and http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/conserve/materials/ecycling/index.htm
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